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Hill Street News
May 2020 Issue
Message from Safety: Road Hazards & Construction Zones
Road hazards appear in many forms, from snow, rain, and ice, to sharp curves and steep
hills. All of these hazards demand a driver’s attention, including construction zones.
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Construction zones are usually marked by orange cones and/or barrels and signs. There
are reduced speed limits and often flashing arrows directing traffic into temporary concrete
barriers to divide the lanes. Other problems include narrow lanes, uneven road surfaces,
and poor lane markings. As a professional driver, you can lead by example. Following
these steps will assist your safe travel in the construction zone:
 The easiest way to travel through a construction zone would be avoiding it all
together. If you know about a construction zone ahead of time, try to plan an alternate
route.
 When you come upon a construction zone, expect unusual behavior from other
motorists. The motorists ahead may be confused, causing them to slow significantly or
slam on their brakes. The motorists behind you may be making erratic lane changes,
driving on the shoulder, or even speeding down an ending lane trying to get in front
of you.
 Be patient. Pick a lane and stay in it.
 Construction areas may have oil, fuel, or other debris in the road from the machinery
or construction crew.
 Maintain a safe following distance to help keep from getting caught in a tight spot
with no way out.
 Make sure that you are checking your mirrors to be aware of the traffic around you.
 Always keep track of what's going on in front of your tractor.
 Construction areas in an oncoming lane or on the other side of a multi-lane highway
may also present a hazard. Drivers in front of you may want to slow down and see
what sort of work is being performed.
 Never forget about the construction crew in the area. Many workers are killed in
construction zones each year.
 Remember, talking on a cell phone in a construction zone is illegal in some states!
Other motorists’ patience and tempers will already be running short. As a professional
driver, you must be aware of your surroundings, and yield the right-of-way to other
motorists.
On behalf of all of us on the Safety Team, thank you for all of your safe driving efforts!
Written By: Raul Soria
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Message from Recruiting:
If you haven’t yet had the chance, please follow the Nebraska Trucking Association on Facebook. Recently
they have been announcing the many ways they are providing supporting and assistance to drivers coming through
Nebraska on their Facebook page and we want you all to be able to be able to participate when you’re in the area.
You can find them on Facebook @NebraskaTruckingAssociation or via our Hill Bros. Facebook page. We
want to thank you all for your hard work and dedication in these trying weeks. We appreciate all you day and we’re
keeping you in our thoughts and prayers!

Please welcome our new Hill Brothers Team Members
who joined us in April :
Arik S.—Utility
Robert T.—P2
Henry C.—P2
Steven D.—P2
Steven D.—Dray
Carrie J.—Utility
Quincy P.—P2
Keith M.—P2
David K.—P1
Michael L.—P2
Jeremy R.—P2
Chad C.— P2
Don L.—P2
Michael H.—P2
Charles L.—Dray
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Message from Maintenance: A Big Thank You!
We would like to thank each and every driver for everything they are doing in this time of change. They
are pushing to move freight that is in dire need and we would not be here if it was not for them! We are trying
our hardest to keep hand sanitizer and toilet paper in stock for the drivers that come into Safety Lane. If any
drivers do not want to come in and get it, they are more than welcome to let the shop know and we will bring it
out for them!
Our techs have been working hard to get trucks in for the overdue PM’s and I would like to thank
operations and dispatch for the hard work they are doing to get the trucks back to the yard so we can get these
caught up. We couldn’t do this without everyone’s part. TEAM WORK!!!!!!!
Written By: Jake Brooks

Message from Sales:
Greetings drivers and my most sincere hope is that you are all well and safe. Thank you so much for your
continued dedication to Hill Bros and your efforts to keep America supplied and fed. Please continue to practice
your personal protection.
I’m sure you have all seen the news on the impact of Covid-19 as it relates to certain food processors especially
the protein shippers. News just recently (April 28) was that President Trump has directed food manufactures,
especially protein producers to continue to operate. This has impacted Hill Bros to a degree as production levels
from some of the protein plants we serve has dropped. Here’s the encouraging news though; Demand for pork
products, especially overseas continues to be strong. There is PLENTY of supply. Pig farmers have plenty of
pigs to go to market. The challenge is the plants just cannot run production as fast as they did just a few weeks
ago due to employees not showing up AND spacing / distancing the workers at the plant. “Chain speed” is a
term used at these plants. It means the speed of production. Chain speed has slowed simply due to reduced
number of workers on the line. This will pass! Some plants that were closed just days ago are back to 50%
production and will continue to increase “Chain Speed” which will result in greater production.
Our volume of business in the beverage sector remains strong. Anheuser Busch, Pepsi, Coors and various wine
shippers are exceeding our past trends. Our volume for Sam’s Clubs has been above our normal business levels.
We are seeing results from several “bids” that we have been working on for the past few months. December
through March is a busy time for shippers to take their business out for bid. Our philosophy has been to fight to
retain the lanes where we are incumbents and stay true to our plan so to penetrate our core service areas. We’ve
had some good wins already. In other cases we have had to hold rates and in some cases even lower rates to
retain our current lanes. The market place has been extremely competitive, even before the Covid-19 pandemic.
Please know that we are fighting hard in this very difficult market.
I again thank you for your service. Many of our customers have expressed their thanks as well. I would ask this
in closing. In this highly competitive time where freight tonnage is down and pressure is on us for lower rates we
must provide the best service that we can. Issues will come about that will cause delays. Please communicate
with you Fleet Manager. One of my lines is…”Bad news never gets better over time”. Tell us as soon as you can
about issues so we can communicate with our customers.
Thank you and be safe! Better times are ahead, Scott Brockett
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CSA Score Alert
We are excited to announce that we are NOT currently in ALERT status in any categories! Recall that these
scores are driven by roadside inspections and any violations received during those inspections. Please note that
the percentile scores is what is used by the industry with 100% being the worst score, and 0% being the best
score. Please help us maintain our scores by avoiding violations!

Clean Inspection Bonus Drivers: April 2020
Congratulations to the following drivers who received a Clean Inspection last month!! Each of these drivers
received a Clean Inspection Bonus on their paychecks.

Driver Name

State

Date

Level

Carlos Fernandez
John Oberg

MO
MO

04/16/2020
04/17/2020

Driver Only
Driver Only
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Permits and Vehicle Credentials:
The US Hazmat and Oklahoma Alcohol permit is due to arrive later in the month of May. Also in June we
should be receiving the Colorado Hazmat permit. Once these permits are available, we will send out a fleet wide
message to all notifying every one that they have arrived.
If you should ever need assistance with vehicle credentials, please contact Rene’ in Safety at extension 2243.

May
Anniversaries
Ubon Udofia—May 21st: 13 Years
Blake Tomlin—May 19th: 9 Years
Kyle Winans—May 20th: 5 Years
Daniel Taylor—May 4th: 4 Years
Tracie Ernst—May 25th: 4 Years
Rene Vidlak—May 9th: 4 Years
Bryan Witzenburg—May 25th: 3 Years
Evan Newman—May 2nd: 3 Years
Jessica Witzenburg—Mary 25th: 3 Years
John Allen—May 1st: 2 Years
Jarvis Basden—May 3rd: 2 Years
Erik Wiech—May 14th: 2 Years
Rory Langelet—May 17th: 2 Years
Demetrius Blackwell—May 17th: 2 Years
Ken Szwarc—May 29th: 2 Years
Ken Bass—May 31st: 1 Year
Brandon Blasius—May 22nd: 1 Year
Dean Birkheimer—May 6th: 1 Year
Valina Edorh—May 20th: 1 Year
Ryan Deets—May 1st: 1 Year
Daryl Workman—May 9th: 1 Year

May
Birthdays
Nick Hill—May 2nd
Ken Koger—May 2nd
Caleb Anderson—May 3rd
Jonathan Macdonald—May 4th
Chris Thrash—May 4th
Tama Cimino—May 5th
Mark Zawada—May 6th
Lori Lambuth—May 9th
Wayne Metevia—May 9th
Andy Gomel—May 9th
Katie Eakins—May 10th
Nicole Sandoval—May 11th
Amber Daily—May 12th
Ellie Herron—May 12th
Carlos Garcia Garcia—May 14th
Michael Johnson—May 15th
Joe “Animal” Brooks—May 16th
David Hurst—May 16th
Kevin Gourley—May 18th
Martin Plasek—May 19th
Rick Tucker—May 24th
Ken Hayward—May 25th
John Peterson—May 25th
Shannon Gravett—May 26th
David Kopriva—May 27th
Evan Newman—May 28th
Debra Shoopman—May 30th
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Driver Shoutouts
To all the other drivers who were willing to step up and help out with repowers and drayage coverage, we are very
grateful. We wish we could have used all of you who said yes to cover the containers to Oakland. All of you
are incredible and thoughtful, friendly, positive, approachable and accommodating in times of need. There aren't
enough words to describe how awesome all of you are. Thanks for stepping up and helping where needed. You
are all amazing. We are very thankful to you all and keep up the good work! To shout-out just a few; Carl in 2802,
Shawn in 8628, John in 2839, Arvel in 2314, Keevin in 2808, Jeff in 2877, Michelle in 2726, Paul in 2837, Richard
in 2818, Jackie in 2819, Nicholas in 2885 and Bo in 2741.
From Trish
Shout-out to Don Levere, a new driver to Hill Brothers but one who is quickly making a impression and living up
to the Hill Bros Way! We received the following message from a broker at Trinity Transport; “I really like this
driver, he is so sweet and has so much experience and I am fairly new to operations here but I used to work for a
carrier before and you definitely can tell he is one of the good guys for sure.”
From Ubon

Above is Animal with his new 2020 International and to the
right, is him showing off after the Chief’s Superbowl win this
year. It only took us 3 months to put this picture in the
newsletter! Thanks for all you do Animal!
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Message from Human Resources: Telehealth Options
Hill Bros. currently offers two different Telehealth options through insurances. One of the services available is
through our Blue Cross Blue Shield insurance at a discounted rate, called Amwell. Anyone can use this service,
but being on the insurance with Hill Bros. you get a discounted rate. The other available is HealthiestYou and
if you have signed up for this service check out the information regarding setting up the app on your phone!
HealthiestYou is available to employees to sign up the first of the month after your start date as well as during
open enrollment in November.
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